What's the "Low-Cost Laptop" bill all about?
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House Bill 5000 is the Children's Low-Cost Laptop Act. 

The Children's Low-Cost Laptop Act calls on the Illinois State Board of Education to administer a pilot project that would allow up to 300 elementary schools in Illinois to receive grant funding for low-cost (under $400) laptops. Support for professional development (teacher training), school infrastructure readiness and laptop repair are accounted for in the bill. 

Frequently Asked Questions

Of all the things schools need, why laptops? 
Laptops are better than other learning tools at encouraging: 
· Fundamental learning in reading, writing, math, science, etc.

· Tech literacy – those essential "21st century skills"

· Creativity and expression using art, music, and new ideas

· Learning beyond the classroom walls
What manufacturers are selling computers for less than 400 bucks? 
Pictured from left to right above: The Asus "Eee," the One Laptop Per Child "XO," and the Intel "Classmate." Any vendor willing to sell laptops to schools for less than $400 per unit is also invited to participate in the pilot.

Why low-cost?
Because money for education is limited, a low-cost mandate ensures that more children will benefit. Plus, sub-$400 machines are equally as powerful for fundamental skills and computer literacy training as any $1,000+ device. Children—especially young children—do not need to learn how to use really expensive software. Giving them an early start with low-cost laptops will make it easy for them to one day, if necessary, master more costly equipment and software.
Why should the state pay to give Illinois elementary students inferior technology? Inferior to what? Each of the three low-cost laptops pictured above offers kids an infinite number of ways to write, read, solve math and science problems, and express themselves creatively. With Internet access, each of these WiFi-enabled machines provides a worldwide library of information and communication – a gateway unbounded by the walls of a classroom. Low-cost laptops can run using familiar Windows- and Apple-based operating systems, and they feature innovations in display, storage, processor speeds and software widely thought unimaginable just 5 or 10 years ago.

(For more FAQs see reverse)

HB5000 FAQs

(Continued from front)

How much is this going to cost? 
If 300 schools each get 300 laptops, and each laptop costs the maximum $400, the cost would be $36 million. If every laptop costs $200, that figure drops to $18 million. Infrastructure, training and repair costs will increase the total price tag. It is important to note that the Low-cost Laptop fund created by HB5000 can receive contributions from any entity, including private citizens, foundations and companies. The cost of this program does not fall on the state alone.

Why (elementary school) children? 

In a technology-rich world, we should not wait for high school to make our kids confident, competent computer users. Training kids in responsible computer and Internet use early on can deter misuse later in life.

How will schools get technical support for all these laptops?
Participating laptop manufacturers will be expected to provide all of our schools with the highest quality assistance. Moreover, Illinois is a state rich with technical expertise in its schools, libraries, companies and homes. This project will call on the state to act as a community so we can build the brightest generation of computer users anywhere in the world.

What infrastructure is required to support every child having a laptop?
Mostly, schools will need adequate electrical outlets to recharge laptop batteries. Wireless Internet networks will enhance the experience but aren’t necessary. Infrastructure costs are accounted for in the bill and were built into the State Board of Education's preliminary cost assessment. 

How will teachers learn how to use this new tool?
Professional development training for teachers is a requirement of the bill. Where schools do not have in-house staff to train teachers on how to integrate laptops in the classroom curriculum, grant funding will be available to hire professionals to train participating teachers. No teacher will be unprepared to help their students make good use of their laptops.

Once the kids get the laptops, do they own them for life? Will the laptops become property of the school or something else?
HB5000 empowers schools to make this decision. Schools may decide to take ownership of the laptops, or to make them the property of students.

Won't the laptops get broken a lot?
Not if Illinois' existing laptop program is any guide. The vast majority of students who receive laptops provide them with great care and protection.
How will schools protect all these laptops from theft?
Even among struggling schools, theft has not been a serious problem in the existing Illinois laptop program. Of the roughly 5,000 distributed, less than a dozen laptop thefts have been reported.

How will schools get good educational content on all these laptops?
Educational content is growing by the second on the World Wide Web. Librarians and teachers are our best resources for helping students navigate the overwhelming volume of content online. 

Is there any precedent for large-scale, low-cost laptop education projects? 
Birmingham, Alabama; Forest Park, Illinois; Peru; Uruguay; Haiti; Mongolia; Afghanistan and others.

How will we control the way these computers are used at student homes? How will we protect kids from the scourges of online predators, gambling and pornography?
Like any learning tool, laptops can be misused. Parents, teachers and administrators will have the important job of helping kids make responsible decisions with their laptops.

Won't students without Internet access at home suffer by comparison?
A kid who goes home with a laptop and no Internet access is still better off than a kid who goes home with no Internet access and no laptop.
